Dear President Biden,
We are writing to express the urgent need for your Administration to immediately sign an
Emergency Presidential Determination to formalize the proposed revised FY21 refugee
admissions goal of 62,500, restore regional allocations, and resume resettlement based on
vulnerability. Having fought for four years against the Trump Administration’s full-scale assault
on refugee resettlement in the United States, we were relieved to see you commit to increasing
our refugee resettlement numbers so early in your Administration. But until the Emergency
Presidential Determination is finalized, our refugee policy remains unacceptably draconian and
discriminatory.
We have all been deeply distressed at the stories of hundreds of refugees who had been cleared
for resettlement having their flights cancelled at the last minute, in some cases having already
left their residences and sold their belongings.1 We must keep our promises to people who have
fled unthinkably brutal conditions in their home countries and live up to our ambition to provide
them a safe haven to re-start their lives.
Further, finalizing the Emergency Presidential Determination is a critical step to raise the cap
and restore geographic allocations to ensure diversity among admitted refugees. The prior
administration’s highly restrictive admission categories and bans on the resettlement of refugees
from Somalia, Syria, and Yemen have a strong impact on the diversity of refugees, and
disproportionately exclude Muslim refugees and those fleeing some of the world’s worst crises
in Africa, Asia, and the Middle East. Without this immediate action, the International Rescue
Committee now reports that your Administration is currently on track to admit fewer refugees
than any other President in U.S. history.2 We know that this is not your intention, and not in
accordance with your commitments as President or throughout your career in public service.
Until you finalize your proposed changes to the program, however, it remains a fact.
There is immense and growing urgency on this issue, for the many who have already been
approved for resettlement, and for the unimaginable number of people who continue to hold out
hope that they can one day rebuild their lives destroyed by climate, conflict, and repression.
There are more displaced people today than at any time in human history, and the growing crises
of forced displacement in Ethiopia and the Central African Republic will only add to the millions
of Rohingya, Syrians, Venezuelans, Eritreans, Somalis, and many others who have their lives
indefinitely on hold. We have it within our power to help alleviate this suffering, to reduce the
burdens on overstretched countries in the Global South, and to be a refuge for families who have
been forced into unthinkable conditions through no fault of their own.
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We stress again the incredible urgency of finalizing the Emergency Presidential Determination
on Refugee Admissions for FY2021 immediately. Lives depend on it.
Sincerely,

Ilhan Omar
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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