
 

 

February 3, 2021 
  
President Joseph R. Biden 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue Northwest 
Washington, DC 20500 
  
Dear President Biden: 
  
Earlier this month, I joined millions of Americans celebrating your announcement to withdraw 
permits for the Keystone XL pipeline. This bold and courageous decision is supported by the 
scientific consensus that we are running out of time to prevent catastrophic climate change. I ask 
that you extend this scrutiny to another massive fossil fuel infrastructure project that will have a 
comparable impact on our planet: the Enbridge Line 3 pipeline currently being constructed 
across Minnesota. 
  
When I was sworn into Congress in 2019, one of the first actions I took as a Member of 
Congress was writing to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers in opposition to the federal permits 
for Line 3. At the time, I discussed the project’s disproportionate impacts on indigenous 
communities, Enbridge’s abysmal safety and spill history in the U.S., and the scale of 
disturbances required to construct a pipeline of this scale in seasonal wetlands. Those concerns 
continue to be unaddressed in Enbridge’s plans for this pipeline. 
  
But at its core, the debate about Line 3 is about one specific issue: climate change. Under even 
the best-case scenarios for climate change, we cannot afford to build more fossil fuel 
infrastructure. That is especially true for projects like Line 3, which are designed for the dirtiest 
and most carbon-intensive fossil fuel there is, tar sands crude oil. Climate change is not just a 
risk, but a risk multiplier – all of the other known and unknown impacts of Line 3 will be greatly 
exacerbated by climate change. Wetlands can’t heal if the climate changes precipitation and 
temperatures. Indigenous treaty rights are meaningless if the areas are too polluted or unstable to 
hunt or fish or gather wild rice. Yet these massive and permanent impacts to climate were not 
addressed in the environmental review of this project nor were the impacts on the Anishinaabe 
treaty rights to harvest wild rice. 
  
Climate change does not stop at the border of a reservation or a state or a country. The decision 
that U.S. entities make on Line 3 is a decision made for the entire world, and for all coming 
generations of humanity. I urge you to make the one decision supported by the scientific 
consensus on climate change: Stop Line 3. 
  
Sincerely, 

 
ILHAN OMAR 
Member of Congress 


